
1

Beyond the Consent Decree
Council of the Great City Schools: BIRE Meeting

May 16, 2014
Denver, Colorado

Hillsborough County Public Schools

Presenters: Sandra Rosario, Supervisor – ELL Programs 

Lesleigh Lopez, District Resource Teacher

The Florida Consent Decree

The Consent Decree addresses the civil rights 
of English language learners; foremost among 
those, their right to equal access to all 
education programs.

In addressing these rights, the Consent Decree 
provides a structure that ensures the delivery of 
the comprehensible instruction to which ELL 
students are entitled.
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Hillsborough County Public Schools:

At-a-Glance

Overview

 Approximately 200,000 students

 25,000 served by the ELL Program = 13%

 19,000 former ELLs = 9%

 Over 150 languages/dialects

o Spanish

o Arabic

o Vietnamese

o Haitian Creole

o Chinese

Programs for English Language Learners:

Internal Structure
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A “Yes” response to any of the questions on the Home Language 
Survey of the  Student Enrollment/Registration (SER) form 
initiates the screening process.

Supporting ELLs in HCPS

Providing comprehensive services to ELLs across 
our district requires a multi-tiered system of 
support. 

In a district our size, the responsibilities must be 
shared in order to be effective.
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Instructional Planning ToolsThe ELL/ELA Log 
was developed to 
assist the site-based 
literacy teams with 
analyzing data in 
order to establish 
short and long term, 
school-wide goals .

The ESOL 
Strategies Checklist 
is  utilized by  
teachers to identify 
connections that 
exist  between 
current ELL 
strategies and 
Florida Core 
Standards.

Snapshot of ELL Classroom InstructionAt one time the 
needs of ELLs 
seemed to get lost in 
traditional lesson 
planning.

In an effort to 
address this 
concern, the district 
has developed 
instructional  tools  
and expectations to 
facilitate  and foster 
conversations 
between teachers 
and administrators 
about effective 
instructional 
planning for ELLs.
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SIP Evaluation 2012‐13 and SIP Development 2013‐14The district ‘s on-
going commitment 
to identifying the 
needs of ELLs and 
effectively  planning 
for their academic 
success  is now 
reflected in the 
requirements of  the 
School 
Improvement Plan 
(SIP).

Collaborating for the Success of ALL Students!


